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Record keeping is an 
essential part of any 
agricultural enterprise 
and it helps to determine 
when, where, what, how 
and who is going to carry 
out various operations 
important to the success of 
the enterprise. 

Databases can be used in native bee keeping in 

order to develop records of where your bees are 

being kept, how many hives you have and what 

operations have been carried out on the hive 

during any period of time.

13. Record 

     Keeping

Activity 13
Activity 13.A
Use the spreadsheet below to 
answer the following questions:
i. How many hives does Joe’s 

numbering system suggest that 
he has? Don’t forget the hive he 
sold.

ii. Are they all being kept at the 
same location?

iii. How does Joe record the 
movement of his hives?

iv. Suggest additional columns, 
or changes in text, that could 
be added to the spreadsheet 
to help make management of 
his hives easier.

Activity 13.B
Develop your own spreadsheet 
that can be used for your school’s 
bee hive/s.

Date Hive Number Location Moved to Split Educted Sold

1/3/2010 38 Murphy’s Farm House Paddock

10/3/2010 26 House Paddock

24/3/2010 45 Sister’s place

30/3/2010 12 House Paddock
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Activity 1
Circle the correct answers.

i. The first people to discover native bees in Australia?

a) European people 

b) Farmers

c) Australian Aborigines 

d) American Indians

ii. These people used the bees for?
a) Wax

b) Honey                                                                                                        

c) Tools

d) All of the above

iii. The advantages of using artificial hives include: 

Ease of movement for pollination True False

The contents and production are easily observed True False

People can have hives in their yards for enjoyment True False

iv. Are there any native bee keepers in your area? 

Use the internet to do a search for one local native bee keeper(s) that lives near you.

Helpful sites include:

www.stevesnativebees.com.au
www.aussiebee.com.au 
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STINGLESS!

Order your copy NOW:
$65 each or 5 copies for $200 
10 programs for $300 or  
a class set of 25 for $500.

Receive a 10% discount on a school 
bee presentation when you purchase  

a class set of programs. 
To order, or to find out more, go to: 
www.stevesnativebees.com.au

Looking for a comprehensive teaching 
resource that includes 64 pages of colour 

photographs, activities, information,  
website links and more?

Do you want to learn 
about native bees 
and anaphylaxis at 
your school or home?
Help preserve and learn about a 
precious native resource whilst 
covering environmental education, 
literacy, numeracy and Aboriginal 
education syllabus requirements.

A fresh new teaching resource that 
covers a variety of curriculum areas is 
available NOW.


